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lesson 1

A Description of the Character of God, Including His Attributes and His Anger,
and a Vivid Prediction of the Fall of Nineveh, the Capital of the Assyrian Empire

Nahum 1:1-15

background notes
1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points
1.God is great in His attributes.
   

2.God is great in His anger.

practical application
1.Look for common ground between interpretation and application.

questions
1.What is the theme of the book of Nahum?

2.Which city served as the capital of the Assyrian Empire for many years?

3.Which prophet had previously pronounced judgment on Nineveh?

4.When this prophet pronounced judgment on Nineveh, what happened?

5.About how many years later did Nahum pronounce judgment on Nineveh?

6.What did the Tigris River have to do with the fall of Nineveh?



answers
1.The theme is the doom of Nineveh.

2.Nineveh

3.Jonah

4.The people of Nineveh repented and were spared, for God withheld His judgment.

5.About 150 years after Jonah, Micah pronounced judgment on the city of Nineveh.

6.In 612 B.C., the Tigris River overfl owed its banks and undermined Nineveh’s huge city walls, allowing the river and 
the armies of the Babylonians and Medes to sweep in like a fl ood.

discuss / consider
1.In Nahum Chapter One, there is a wonderful description of the character of God.  Review the fi ve listed in this 
study:  1) God is jealous, 2) God is avenging, 3)God is slow to anger, 4) God is great in power, and 5) God is good.  
What do each of these qualities of God mean personally to you?

2.Assyria had attacked Jerusalem once, but they would not be able to attack it a second time as they planned.  God’s 
anger would cut off Assyria and destroy her temples and her gods.  Anyone plotting evil against the Lord will 
ultimately be brought down.  Think of the godless man-made philosophies of our day.  It’s only a matter of time before 
they will be gone forever.

challenge
1.The principle of hermeneutics is one interpretation, but many applications.  Look for common ground between 
interpretation and application.  

memorize
“The burden against Nineveh…”  Nahum 1:1

“God is jealous, and the Lord avenges…He will take vengeance on His adversaries…”  Nahum 1:2

“The Lord is slow to anger and great in power…”  Nahum 1:3

“Who can stand before His indignation?”  Nahum 1:6

“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust in Him.”  Nahum 1:7

“What do you conspire against the Lord?  He will make an utter end of it.”  Nahum 1:9  

“Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good tidings, who proclaims peace!”  Nahum 1:15



lesson 2

A Vivid Description of the Battle in 612 B.C. when the Great City of Nineveh of Assyria
Fell to the Armies of the Medes and Babylonians

Nahum 2:1-13

background notes
1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points
1.The splendor of Nineveh would be removed.

2.The splendor of Israel will be restored.

practical applications
1.Don’t pull prophecy out of context.

2.Remember God’s “I am against you” has a corollary truth.

questions
1.What could be the title of the prophecy of Nahum?

2.What is the theme of the prophecy of Nahum?

3.Why had God had delayed His judgment on the pagan city of Nineveh?

4.In which geographical area did Nahum write his prophecy?

5.Although Nahum’s prophecy of judgment was directed at Nineveh, it was a warning and wake-up call to another 
kingdom who had departed from the Lord.  Which kingdom would this be?



answers
1.”To Nineveh from Nahum.”

2.”The Doom of Nineveh.”

3.Because they had previously repented of their sinful ways when Jonah had preached there more than 100 years before 
Nahum’s time.  

4.He wrote from the Southern Kingdom of Judah because the Northern Kingdom of Israel had already fallen to the 
Assyrians in 722 B.C.

5.The Southern Kingdom of Judah, who had also departed from the Lord.

discuss / consider
1.Read Nahum 2:1-13.  Review the description of the battle and the fall of Nineveh by the armies of the Medes and 
the Babylonians.  Assyria had been like a proud lion tearing other nations apart.  Now she herself would be cut off and 
devoured.  The splendor of Nineveh would be removed, a fact confi rmed by archaeology.  No amount of defense can 
save a city that God has decreed for judgment, then or today.

2.Nahum 2:2 is an interruption of the description of the attack on Nineveh.  It looks forward to the future when the 
Lord returns.  Then the tables will be turned.  Once Assyria had the splendor and glory, but the splendor of Nineveh 
will be removed and the splendor and glory of Israel will be restored.  This prophecy will not be fully realized until the 
Lord returns and sets up His kingdom here on this earth.  The Lord will be here and He will be King!

challenge
1.Prophecy must be viewed in its context.  Don’t pull prophecy out of context.

2. God’s “I am against you” has a corollary truth.  (Corollary means something that naturally follows).  This was God’s 
word against Nineveh, but it can be applied to any nation, city or person who is an enemy of God.  See Romans 8:31.  
If we turn to the Lord and receive Christ as our personal Savior, then we are on God’s side, and if God is for us, who 
can be against us?  No one!

memorize
“The Lord will restore the excellence of Jacob like the excellence of Israel…”   Nahum 2:2

“Though Nineveh of old was like a pool of water…she is empty, desolate, and waste!”  Nahum 2:8-10

“Where is the dwelling of the lions…where the lions walked?”  Nahum 2:11

“Behold, I am against you,’ says the Lord of hosts…the voice of your messengers shall be heard no more.”
   Nahum 2:13



lesson 3

A Continued Description of the Fall of Nineveh
and God’s Reasons for His Judgment of This Great City of the Ancient World

Nahum 3:1-19

background notes
1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points
1.God is against those who practice sin.

2.God will judge those who practice sin.

practical application
1.Let’s thank the Lord that there is an escape from the wrath of God.

questions
1.In Nahum 3:8-10, there is a reference to the destruction of No Amon.  How do these verses help in the dating of the 
prophecy of Nahum?

2.What was the approximate date of the writing of Nahum’s prophecy?

3.What is the point of the verses about the destruction of No Amon? 

4.Which allies of Thebes (No Amon) were able to rescue her?

5.How does Question #4 relate to Assyria?

6. What does it mean that Nineveh would be hidden?  (Nahum 3:11)



answers
1.No Amon is ancient Thebes in Upper Egypt.  Assyria had conquered Thebes in 663 B.C.  Nahum obviously wrote 
his prophecy about the fall of Nineveh after the fall of Thebes, and before the fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C.

2.About 650 B.C.

3.It is that just as Assyria destroyed Thebes of Egypt (No Amon) with cruel and evil ways, so Nineveh of Assyria would 
be destroyed.

4.None of them.

5.So also would Nineveh be helpless.  Nineveh’s children would be dashed to pieces in public, as Assyria had done in 
Thebes, and her great men would be taken away in chains as Assyria had done to the men in Thebes.  See Nahum 3:10.

6.Nineveh would not be rebuilt.  In fact, Nineveh was so destroyed and buried that when Alexander the Great traveled 
through this area a couple of hundred years later, he was unaware that he was marching over the ruins of the once-great 
Nineveh.

discuss / consider
1.Assyria was well known for her cruel practices and atrocities.  Nineveh was known as a city of blood.  God was 
against Nineveh because of her sins.  As God looks down on our own nation today and sees the thousands of unborn 
babies murdered by the horrible practice of abortion, does He not called our country a nation of blood?  God holds 
nations accountable as well as individuals.  Certainly this scripture has something to say to the sinful practices that 
surround us today.

2.The end of Nineveh and the Assyrian Empire is vividly portrayed in Nahum 3:18-19.  the leaders were dead, the 
people were scattered, and Nineveh was destroyed completely, never to be rebuilt.  And everyone rejoiced at the news of 
their demise.  God judged Nineveh for her sin, and God must judge every nation and person who practices sin.

challenge
1.Nineveh had reached he point of no return.  She would experience the wrath of God because of her sin. 
In Romans 3:23 we read, “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  In Romans 6:23 we read, 
…the wages of sin is death.”   In John 3:36b we read, …he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.”  We do not have to experience the wrath of God if we take His way of escape.  In John 3:
36a we read, “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life.”  Have you escaped from the wrath of God against sin?  
Have you received Jesus Christ as your sin-bearer?

memorize
“Woe to the bloody city!”  Nahum 3:1

“Behold, I am against you,’ says the Lord…it shall come to pass that all who look upon you will say,
   ‘Nineveh is laid waste.”  Nahum 3:5-7

“Your shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria; your nobles rest in the dust, your people are scattered on the 
    mountains, and no one gathers them.  Your injury has no healing, your wound is severe, all who hear 
    news of you will clap their hands over you, for upon whom has not your wickedness passed     
   continually?”  Nahum 3:18-19
   


